Welcome to your personal tour of Euroluce 2007. It was my pleasure to attend the first Euroluce at the new Fair grounds in Milan. From the old city center, to a brand new, state-of-the-art convention center, this complex is like no other in the world.  Imagine a campus that contained 8 buildings, the approximate square footage of 8 Jacob Javitz centers. The Fair is an open-type campus, with a 2 story moving walkway that  connects four  stand-alone convention halls on either side of the center, free-formed glass dome structure. Along the way are unusual shaped silver and glass buildings that house information centers, restaurants or unique stand alone showrooms. It reminded of what the attendees of the first Worlds Fair must have felt like, walking among this extraordinary modern fair ground.

Security was very tight. An authorized badge served as an access card that allowed you passage among to the fairgrounds. The show stared prompty each day at 9:30am and ended each day by 6:00pm. Every evening there were industry events hosted in many of Milan’s city-center showrooms. Taxi cabs were an expensive part of the trip, not to mention hotel accommodations that were in high demand and short supply. There was a buzz all around the city as people from all over the world came to Milan to attend the lighting and furniture fair.
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The Euroluce section of the fair consisted of 2 large buildings, divided into 6 different halls, among 2 levels. As in years past, the stands are massive and very impressive. They look like permanent showrooms, however, each will be torn down and discarded after the 5 days of the fair. It took me one entire day to complete walking just one of the buildings full or original ideas and unique presentations. Some of the largest stands, some over 10,000 square feet, belonged to Flos, Artemide, Luceplan and Fontana Arte. In all my hunting for new ideas, I rarely saw the same interpretation twice. That made the show very visually stimulating.

Chrome rules! High polished, mirror like finishes were most popular. There was a big trend to mix contemporary lamp bodies, with traditional velvet shades. Many of shade themes were crushed black velvet or monochromatic floral designs mixed with other contemporary elements. There was an organic feel to many of the styles exhibited. I also noticed a theme of traditional chandeliers mixed with contemporary shade elements. Often styles were mixed to creative interesting, contrasting details. Black and white accents were very consistently shown throughout the fair, with a good amount of red also shown.
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There was an undertone of silver leaf, gold leaf and high polished gold finishes scattered throughout the fair. One vendor told me that the gold finish is very popular in Russia.  Foscarini, Lumen Center Italia,  Harco Loor and Murano Due had some great colorful contemporary offerings. While Terzani and  Lamp International offered some transitional looks with a distinctive traditional inspiration, that achieved a  contemporary feeling. Pure art!

LED’s were used in many new task lights that will soon be available. Luceplan will be introducing their classic Bernice task lamp with a new retro shade with an LED source. Artemide and Tobias Grau also have invested in this category with cool looking LED task lamps.  Retro inspired designs were a secondary trend I noticed, as well as some contemporary designs inspired by natural woods and neutral shaded materials. French, Spanish, German and Portuguese manufactured were also showing their craftsmanship. Holtkotter displayed at the fair for the first time. They had an impressive offering of new pull-down fixtures made of clear acrylic, that may be introduced in the US.
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In addition to going to Euroluce, I made an effort to visit lighting showrooms as I traveled through Italy, Germany and Switzerland. Many of the stores I visited were clean and sparse in there presentation. Most of the time, a store used less product on display, but offered a theme throughout each shop that demonstrated an expertise in a given segment of the market. Less is more is a popular theme within the wholesale and retail markets I observed.

I would be happy to share more of my thoughts and impressions with those of you that have a deeper interest in the subject. Anyone looking for a particular European manufacturer that has proven hard to locate, I may be able to help. Feel free to contact my office with any questions on colors and trends from the Milan Fair.
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Since my return from Europe, I have also attended the Hospitality Design Show in Las Vegas, and will be attending the Dallas Lighting Market in June. From then on, I plan to stay a little closer to home to finish up the last half of this year in top form. My assitant Rita Laurier, sales associate Rafael Velazquez, and I, are available to assist you with any of your lighting or ceiling fan needs. Please do not hesitate to contact us. Ciao for now.

Regards,

Richard

